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Aviation 
Air travel serves a very important role for the 
movement of people, goods and services in 
Genesee County’s transportation network.  
Although the major air travel provider is Bishop 
International Airport (FNT), several other smaller 
general use airports provide an important link as 
well.  This section will describe the airport 
facilities in existence as well as potential future 
expansions to those facilities.  Included are a 
description of passenger services and the 
movement of cargo and freight. The locations of 
existing aviation services are depicted in the map 
on the right. 
 
The Michigan Airport Systems Plan (MASP) assigns 
airports to one of three tiers based on an airport’s 
ability to respond to state goals and objectives.  
Tier 1 airports respond to essential and critical 
state airport system goals and objectives.  These 
are core airports.  Tier 2 airports complement the 
Tier 1 airports and respond to local community 
needs.  Tier 3 airports duplicate services provided 
by other airports and respond to the needs of 
individuals or small businesses.  

 
Bishop International Airport (FNT) is the largest 
and busiest airport in Genesee County. Bishop 
International Airport (FNT) is classified as a Tier 1 
airport in the Michigan Airport Systems Plan 
(MASP) because it effectively provides service to a 
significant population and business center.  FNT is 
the third largest airport in the state of Michigan. 
FNT is registered as a Class A, air carrier airport 
with both cargo and commercial/private 
passenger services.  
 
The airport is centrally located on Bristol Road 
with ramps to both I-75 and I-69, and just minutes 
from US-23 and I-475.  It is also strategically 
located 35 minutes north of the Auburn Hills-
Rochester area of Oakland County, 45 minutes 
north of Southeastern Michigan's most populated 
areas, and approximately 45 minutes from the 
"Tri-City" area - Saginaw, Bay City and Midland.  
The FNT service area is primarily Oakland, 
Genesee, Lapeer, St. Clair, Saginaw, Ingham, 
Sanilac, Huron, Tuscola, Macomb and Shiawassee 
Counties.
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In 2009, Bishop International Airport completed a $33.7-million 
intermodal hub designed to shift cargo between different modes of 
transportation. Bishop is partnered with the Flint and Genesee 
Regional Chamber of Commerce to foster increased job opportunities 
and economic diversification through the development of the 
intermodal hub. This is expected to increase the area’s global 
competitiveness and foreign trade zone designation. The most recent 
improvement was the terminal expansion at the west end of the 
facility, completed with a ribbon cutting ceremony in November of 
2013.  The expansion added 44,000 square feet of terminal space, 
making the building a total of 245,000 square feet.  In 2018, Bishop 
was awarded a $4 million FAA grant to make infrastructure 
improvements such as taxiway construction, rehabilitation and 
lighting.  
 
Existing at FNT today are three paved and lighted runways located on 
1,550 acres with a terminal enplaning passengers from fifteen gates.  
There are two commercial runways. The Federal Aviation 
Administration’s Flint Air Traffic Control Tower, located on the 
grounds, controls airspace over Bishop.  Bishop offers hangars for 
rent and has one fixed base operator on its premises.  Aircraft repair 
facilities are also located nearby.   
 
The number of scheduled passengers flying through FNT has 
decreased by about 26% between 2008 and 2017.  Freight 

movement into and out of FNT, measured in pounds of cargo, 
decreased significantly in 2009 during the Great Recession. Cargo 
traffic has been increasing again between 2009 and 2016, but still 
less than before the economic recession. This decline in traffic may 
be attributed to an overall shift in shipping patterns moving towards 
just-in-time truck shipments and away from air cargo. Many 
economic changes have occurred in recent years leading to this, 
particularly the explosion of online retailers. See graphic below for a 
comparison of traffic moving in and out of Bishop 
Airport.

 
 

 
Price's Airport is located in Fenton Township, east of Whitaker Road, 
and south of Silver Lake Road.  It is a privately owned and operated 
airport and has been in service for 34 years.  Price's Airport is a tier 1 
airport in the MASP for regional capacity.  Price’s airport is registered 
as Class B, which requires attendance, by a manager, year round 
operation and maintenance, airman information and data, and 
aircraft fuels and oils.  
 
The airport also houses a branch of Baker College, which offers both 
an Associate’s Degree in Aviation Technology and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Aviation Management.  Additional, independent flight 
training is offered for pilots of both pleasure and business aircraft.  
Price’s Airport is an authorized Cessna Service Center and parts 
distributor.  Most of the cargo and freight moving into and out of 
Price are parts and supplies related to Cessna aircraft.   
 
Dalton Airport is located in Mt. Morris Township, east of the City of 
Flushing. It is a privately owned, Public Use Airport with on-site flight 
instruction.  Dalton Airport is registered as a Class D Airport and does 
not provide tower assistance to arrivals or departures.  Dalton Airport 
has two primary runways. The movement of cargo and freight is 
limited to small businesses that are transporting parts and supplies.  
 
Alkay Public Airport is located in Vienna Township, southwest of the 
City of Clio, south of Dodge Road and west of Webster Road.  It is a 
small privately owned airport that is open to the public free of 
charge.  Most of the aviation activity at the airport consists of small 
gliders and small aircraft with on-site repair services available for all 
small sized motorized aircraft.  The movement of cargo and freight is 
fairly regular with parts and supplies (car parts, aluminum, computers 
etc.) flowing from small businesses in the area.  
 
Duford Field is located in Genesee Township, east of the City of Mt. 
Morris, west of Genesee Road, and north of Mt. Morris Road.  It is 
licensed as a Class D Airport and is registered with the State of 
Michigan. Duford Field experiences light activity that is limited to 
small engine airplanes.  
 
 
  


